
2006 National Tall Fescue Test
2007-2011 Data
Final Report NTEP No. 12-10

Germination Time - Medium Fast 
7 to 17 days is normal in spring and fall with irrigation

Growth habit - bunch grass with rhizomatous ability

Drought Tolerance - Very Good

Mowing Height - from 1.5 inch to 3-4 inches weekly

Disease Resistance
Very good resistance to Brown patch when avoiding late 
spring and summer fertility

Traffic tolerance - Very Good

pH Tolerance
Ranges from 5.5 to 8.5, Ideally at 6.0 to 6.5

Texture
Medium leaf texture and semi dwarf vertical growth habit 

Compatibility -  with 5 to 10 % Kentucky bluegrass 
or up to 20% fine fescue or perennial ryegrass

Color - Medium dark

Shade tolerance - Good to very good

Salt tolerance - Good

Endophyte enhanced - Yes - helps insect and stress 
tolerance

Preferred use - Home and commercial lawns, sports 
fields, golf roughs

Turf Features
Variety Turbo RZ High Low LSD

Turf Quality Summary 5.8          6.4         3.5         0.2         

Turf Quality Schedule A 5.6          6.2         3.5         0.3         

1.5-2 INCH MOWING HEIGHT     3 - 5 lbs. N/1000 FT2/YEAR       IRRIGATION

Turf Quality Schedule B 6.0          6.6         3.6         0.3         

 2.5 - 3.5 INCH MOWING HEIGHT      0 - 2 lbs. N/1000 FT2/YEAR       NO IRRIGATION

Turf Quality under Traffic Stress (NJ) 5.6          7.5         1.2         1.2         

Turf Quality Northeast Region 5.6          7.0         1.9         0.4         

Turf Quality Transition Region 6.1          6.6         4.1         0.3         

Turf Quality Southeast Region 5.8          6.3         4.4         0.4         

Turf Quality North Central Region 6.2          6.6         3.3         0.4         

Turf Quality Upper West/Mtn Region 5.0          5.9         3.1         0.6         

Turf Quality Southwest Region 5.2          6.3         4.1         0.8         

Turf Quality Pacific Region 4.8          5.3         2.8         0.6         

Genetic Color 6.7          7.5         4.0         0.3         

Winter Color 5.5          6.2         4.1         0.6         

Fall Color (Sept.) 5.7          6.7         5.2         1.0         

Fall Color (Oct.) 5.7          6.7         4.5         1.0         

Fall Color (Nov.) 5.3          6.2         4.2         0.7         

Fall Color (Dec.) 5.6          6.4         4.8         0.9         

Leaf Texture 1=coarse 5.4          6.7         3.2         0.4         

Spring Density 6.4          7.1         5.2         1.0         

Summer Density 6.7          7.4         5.0         0.8         

Fall Density 6.7          7.0         4.9         1.2         

Winter Density 7.0          7.8         5.3         1.5         

Spring Greenup 5.4          6.3         4.7         0.5         

% Living Ground Cover Spring 86.0        90.2       83.6       4.1         

% Living Ground Cover Summer 80.9        85.1       76.1       8.6         

% Living Ground Cover Fall 82.6        90.0       78.1       6.9         

Brown Patch (Warm Temperature) 6.7          7.4         5.4         1.0         

Brown Patch (Cool Temperature) 4.3          6.2         3.3         2.5         

% Brown Patch Ratings (Knoxville, TN) 14.4        26.1       10.9       44.0       

Brown Patch Ratings NJ 9 = no disease 6.7          8.2         4.4         1.5         

Seedling Vigor 5.3          7.3         4.0         0.7         

% Establishment Rating (Knoxville, TN) 71.4        75.9       63.0       10.0       

% Establishment Rating (Dallas, TX) 43.3        78.6       40.0       30.2       

+ Rhizomatous or spreading type tall fescue 
+ Darker green color & improved turf quality
+ High brown patch resistance
+ Persistent with high endophyte content
+ Excellent summer drought tolerance
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